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We’re ZSL (Zoological Society of London), an 
international conservation charity, and our vision 
is a world where wildlife thrives.
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• Two Zoos (London and 
Whipsnade)

• Scientific research

• Field conservation 
projects

• Our conservation and 
policy teams in London 
and around London 
• Illegal Wildlife Trade
• Business and Biodiversity
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EU Taxonomy

• Agriculture & 
Forestry covered.



• Just four commodities are estimated to be responsible for over a third of 
tropical deforestation each year: 
• palm oil;
• timber and pulp;
• cattle;
• and soy. 

• Land conversion for palm oil is often associated with high emissions from 
peatlands. 

• Widespread use of fire for land clearing – the emissions from Indonesia’s 
2015 haze crisis alone were at times greater than those of the entire US 
economy. 

• About 26% of forest disturbance is attributed to Forestry operations.

Climate and forests?

https://www.forest-trends.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/doc_5248.pdf
https://news.mongabay.com/2015/10/carbon-emissions-from-indonesias-peat-fires-exceed-emissions-from-entire-u-s-economy/
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Do you have exposure?

Palm oil

• Biofuels

• Refineries/Chemical

• Cosmetic industry

• Household products

• Food industry 
(FMGC)

• Retailers 

Timber 

• Biomass

• Construction

• Railways

• Furniture/decoration

• Flooring

• Musical instruments

Wood Pulp

• Paper companies

• Packaging companies

• Paper and packaging 
buying companies

• Fashion (cellulose)

• Food industry 
(additive)

Natural Rubber

• Tiremakers

• Car manufacturers

• Aviation

• Health equipment

• Condom 
manufacturers

• Mattress/bedding 
manufacturers

• Fashion and 
sportwear

?

.
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• Fashion and 
sportwear



SPOTT.org   @ZSLSPOTT

Introducing SPOTT
Tracking transparency, supporting sustainability



What is SPOTT?

• SPOTT is a free online platform dedicated to supporting
transparency amongst upstream commodity producers

• SPOTT assesses (>200) the world’s largest producers
and traders of palm oil, timber & pulp and rubber

• Companies are assessed on the public disclosure of
their policies, operations and commitments – 100+
indicators across 10 ESG categories

• Used by financial institutions and supply chain
companies to inform investment & purchasing
decisions



• Process relies on regular, constructive engagement 
between the SPOTT team and assessed companies

• Opportunity for companies to understand industry 
expectations, respond to ZSL, and potentially 
improve disclosures ahead of the final review and 
publication on SPOTT

• Supporters increase the incentive for companies to 
meet industry expectations and improve their 
transparency

How does SPOTT assess companies?









Palm 
Oil

Timber Rubber

October 2019
Average score: 35.2% (n=99)

July 2019
Average score: 20.4% (n=97)

November 2019
Average score: 36.0% (n=15)



All assessments 
2019

77/195 (39.4%) 
companies have a clear 

commitment to zero 
deforestation or zero 
conversion of natural 

forests

PO & NR 
assessments 2019

61/98 (62.2%) 
companies  have a clear 

and comprehensive 
commitment to zero 

burning



PO
assessments 2019

4/99 (4.04%)
companies report strong
evidence of monitoring 
deforestation…a further 

28/99 report 
at least some.

PO
assessments 2019 

63/71 
can trace 0% of their 
raw materials from 

their supplier mills to 
the plantation of 

origin



T&P
assessments 2019 

40/97 (41%) 
companies have a 

clear commitment to 
biodiversity 

conservation

T&P
assessments 2019 

6/97 (6.18%) 
companies have 

carried out a climate 
risk assessment



NR 
assessments 2019

9/14 (64.2%)

companies support 
smallholders



• Look into your direct and indirect 
exposure (see our scorecards and 
individual company assessments on 
www.SPOTT.org)

• Benchmark your own policies against 
other FIs on www.SCRIPT.finance

• Join engagements – PRI has palm oil 
and deforestation working groups and 
collective engagements

• Engage companies directly or send 
them our way

• Get “in touch”!

Call to action

www.spott.org/supporter-network/

Join our Supporter Network

http://www.spott.org/
http://www.script.finance/
http://www.spott.org/supporter-network/


Developed by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL), SPOTT is a free, online platform 
supporting sustainable commodity production and trade. By tracking transparency, SPOTT 
incentivises the implementation of corporate best practice.

SPOTT assesses commodity producers and traders on the public disclosure of policies, 
operations and commitments related to environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues. 
Investors, buyers and other key influencers can use SPOTT assessments to inform stakeholder 
engagement, manage ESG risk, and increase transparency across multiple industries.

spott@zsl.org SPOTT.org @ZSLSPOTT


